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ABSTRACT 

'Magic Realism' is a form of literary fantasy that emerged in the 1920s in the 

American School of Fine Arts (School of Painters). In 1940, the word was first used in 

literature by the Cuban novelist Alejo Carpentier. He recognized the tendency of Latin 

American writers to create fantasy and mythology with realistic literature. His term 

for this trend is "Marvelous Reality" to Real (Maravilloso or Maravilloso Reality), 

brought by Gabriel García Márquez as Magical Realism. Márquez received prestigious 

'Noble Prize' for his services to literature in 1982. His novel 'One Hundred Years of 

Solitude’(1967) gained worldwide recognition and gave rise to 'Magic Realism'. 

             Jorge luis borjes in Argentina, Marquez in Colombia, Günter Gross in Germany, 

John Fowles, Salmon Rushdie and many others have worked throughout the world in 

this process. Just as many processes, trends and literary forms emerged from 

painting, magical realism was first recognized in paintings and modern art forms and 

later perceived as a literarary genre by the eminent writers emerged from Latin 

American Bloom revolution.  

            The present article on “Marvelous Reality in Garcia Marquez’s ‘Autumn of the 

Patriarch’ – A Study” focuses on the elements of magical reality to envisage the 

contemporary dictatorship and reality in the select novel of Garcia Marquez and how 

his work became magnum opus in reflecting the post modern trauma of the 

Columbian society of then period while incorporating magical reality as a technique. 

 

.Keywords: Magic Realism, Literary Genre, Latin American Bloom, Marvelous 

Reality, Postmodern Trauma. 
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 "The Autumn of the Patriarch," a compelling 

masterpiece penned by Gabriel Garcia Marquez in 

1975, stands as a testament to the author's 

unparalleled ability to infuse magical realism into his 

narrative tapestry. Published against the backdrop of 

Barcelona, the novel seamlessly weaves together an 

intricate portrayal of the life of an eternal dictator, 

drawing inspiration from real-world locales such as 

Pinilla and Gustavo Rojas in Colombia. 

Marquez's narrative prowess takes center 

stage as he explores the profound consequences of 

consolidating governmental power under a single 

dictator. The echoes of this theme resonate with the 

socio-political landscape of places like Pinilla and 

Gustavo Rojas, where the author's inter-textual 

storytelling skillfully mirrors the stark reality of 

anarchy under dictatorship. The universality of the 

narrative serves as a chilling reminder of the 

disastrous effects that unfettered power can unleash 

upon a society. 

Within the novel's pages, Garcia Marquez 

employs a distinctive narrative technique, 

characterized by extensive paragraphs and prolonged 

sentences. This deliberate stylistic choice contributes 

to the immersive experience of the reader, creating a 

vivid tapestry that captures the essence of the story. 

Through these winding structures, the narrative 

skillfully juxtaposes themes of desperation and 

loneliness against the ruthless behaviors and 

atrocities committed by those in power. 

The novel's exploration of the human 

condition unfolds through the lens of an omniscient 

and anonymous narrator present in the initial three 

chapters. This narrative voice becomes the conduit 

through which readers encounter the seemingly 

lifeless body of the general, a discovery that evolves 

into a carefully crafted ruse orchestrated by the 

dictator himself, General Patricia Aragones. 

Marquez's masterful storytelling technique not only 

captivates the audience but also serves as a powerful 

instrument to illuminate the complexities inherent in 

the dynamics of power, deception, and the 

overarching human experience within the evocative 

landscape of "The Autumn of the Patriarch." 

Originally published in 1975, "The Autumn of the 

Patriarch" achieved not only literary acclaim but also 

resonated deeply with readers, earning the 

distinction of being the top-selling book in Spain for 

that year. The widespread popularity of the novel 

underscores its ability to capture the collective 

consciousness, drawing readers into a world where 

Marquez's eloquent prose serves as a vehicle for 

exploring the complex interplay of political forces and 

societal dynamics in Latin America during a pivotal 

period in history. 

In "The Autumn of the Patriarch," Gabriel 

Garcia Marquez masterfully weaves together 

elements of the fantastical and the real, sculpting a 

narrative that transcends the boundaries of the 

ordinary and delves into the intricacies of enduring 

dictatorship.Within the pages of this extraordinary 

novel, Marquez employs a satirical lens to scrutinize 

and criticize the governance of dictators and their 

morally bankrupt advisors. The narrative unfolds to 

reveal a world where power is wielded with 

impunity, financial excesses are indulged in, and the 

ruthless suppression of common people through 

calculated acts of violence becomes an alarming 

norm. This portrayal serves as a poignant 

commentary on the pervasive issues that plagued 
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 Latin America during that tumultuous era, exposing 

the harsh realities faced by the populace. 

At the heart of the novel's profound impact 

is the vivid portrayal of the general, elevated to the 

status of a god-like figure—an authoritative presence 

that commands unparalleled reverence from the 

populace. The novel, acting as a powerful allegory, 

casts a revealing light on the oppressive nature of 

such regimes, laying bare the consequences of 

unchecked authority and corruption. Marquez's 

narrative becomes a mirror reflecting the struggles 

and suffering of a postmodern society held captive by 

the whims of autocratic rulers and their unscrupulous 

advisors. 

ELEMENTS OF MAGIC REALISM IN ‘AUTUMN OF 

THE PATRIARCH’ 

Marquez skillfully blurs the boundaries between the 

real and the fantastical. The novel's setting, 

characters, and events exist in a world where the 

extraordinary becomes ordinary, and the magical 

seamlessly coexists with the mundane. 

In "The Autumn of the Patriarch," Gabriel 

Garcia Marquez expertly employs the narrative 

technique of magical realism, blurring the boundaries 

between reality and fantasy to create a rich and 

immersive reading experience. This technique is 

evident throughout the novel in various aspects, 

adding layers of complexity to the narrative. 

Marquez's vivid descriptions of the setting, 

particularly the General's Palace, contribute to the 

blurring of reality and fantasy. The palace is 

portrayed with such opulence and grandiosity that it 

transcends the ordinary, almost taking on a mythical 

quality. The ornate details and extravagant imagery 

challenge the reader's perception of reality, creating 

a dreamlike atmosphere. The elaborate portrayal of 

the General's Palace serves as a prime example of 

Marquez's blurring of reality and fantasy, 

transforming a physical space into a symbol of 

grandeur and otherworldliness. 

An essay titled "Intertextualities: Three 

Metamorphoses of Myth’ in The Autumn of the 

Patriarch" by Michael Palencia-Roth4, discusses the 

theory of intertextuality and its application in Gabriel 

Garcia Marquez's novel "The Autumn of the 

Patriarch." The author also delves into the specific 

intertextual references in Garcia Marquez's novel, 

such as the use of Julius Caesar, Christopher 

Columbus, and Rubén Dario, and how these 

references contribute to the thematic, stylistic, and 

symbolic integration of the novel. These references 

serve as points of departure for the transformation of 

the original myths into new narratives, reflecting the 

dynamics of mythical metamorphosis 

The patriarch's age becomes a fantastical 

element, challenging conventional notions of human 

limitations and infusing the narrative with a touch of 

the magical. The central character, the patriarch, is 

endowed with mythical attributes, particularly his 

extraordinary longevity. His age defies the natural 

order, blurring the boundaries between what is 

possible and what is fantastical. The patriarch's 

enduring existence contributes to the sense of a 

timeless, almost mythical figure. 

The mirrored hall serves as a metaphor for 

the narrative itself, emphasizing the distorted and 

illusionary nature of the patriarch's world, where 

reality is elusive. The reflections in the mirrors create 

a disorienting effect, making it challenging for 
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 characters and readers alike to discern between what 

is real and what is a reflection, further contributing to 

the blurring of reality. 

Patterson’s article provides a 

comprehensive analysis of how García Márquez's 

"The Autumn of the Patriarch" intertwines with the 

historical, political, and social facets of Latin 

American dictatorships, nationalism, and 

international relations, as outlined in the provided 

article. 

Annabel Patterson2 analyses Gabriel Garcia 

Marquez's novel "The Autumn of the Patriarch" and 

its exploration of the concept of nation and the 

consciousness of a representative dictator figure in 

Latin America. The author argues that while "One 

Hundred Years of Solitude" may be Garcia Marquez's 

greatest novel, "The Autumn of the Patriarch" delves 

into issues of nationalism and the relationship 

between South and Central America and their 

powerful northern neighbor. 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez's novel "The 

Autumn of the Patriarch",  is the best thing that was 

ever invented, mother, he would sigh. Now himself 

the patriarch of Latin American fiction, Gabriel García 

Márquez is, as I write, alive and in his mid- eighties, 

though suffering from senile dementia. A Nobel Prize 

winner, he has been one of the strongest magnets 

attracting international attention to Latin American 

fiction, which is now a force to reckon with. The 

Autumn of the Patriarch is not, however, García 

Márquez’s greatest novel. That place is firmly held by 

One Hundred Years of Solitude, which, apart from 

some allusions to U.S. control of the banana industry 

via United Fruit and a conclusion which restages the 

1929 banana massacre in Cienaga, Colombia, does 

not encourage the reader to think about issues of 

nationalism, or about the relationship between South 

and Central America and their all-powerful northern 

neighbor.  

The omniscient narrator becomes a conduit for 

multiple realities, reflecting the complexity of the 

patriarch's world and amplifying the novel's magical 

realist elements. This narrative choice adds a layer of 

subjectivity to the storytelling, making it difficult to 

ascertain an objective reality. The shifting viewpoints 

contribute to the overall sense of ambiguity and 

magical realism. 

The temporal fluidity in the narrative 

structure challenges the linear progression of time, 

creating an otherworldly atmosphere and 

emphasizing the coexistence of different temporal 

realities. The non-linear presentation of time through 

flashbacks and memories contributes to the blurring 

of temporal boundaries. Past and present coexist 

seamlessly, creating a sense of timelessness that 

enhances the dreamlike quality of the narrative. 

In "The Autumn of the Patriarch," Marquez's 

masterful blending of reality and fantasy providing 

readers with a narrative that transcends conventional 

storytelling. Various instances in the novel while 

juxtaposing reality and fantasy contributes to the 

overall magical realism, inviting readers into a world 

where the extraordinary is woven into the fabric of 

everyday existence. 

"Nobody knew how old he was because he 

had reached the age when all the years are 

the same, and he had been in power so long 

that history had forgotten his youth." 

http://www.joell.in/
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 In the above reference, one can observe patriarch's 

immortal existence as the most prominent 

supernatural element in the fictional world of Garcia 

Marquez. The age of the Patriarch defies the natural 

order, and this perpetual longevity becomes a central 

mystery in the novel. 

There is a pivotal supernatural occurrence in 

the staged death of the General, challenging the 

boundaries between life and death. The 

manipulation of his demise serves as a symbolic act, 

blurring the lines between reality and illusion and can 

be seen in narrator’s words saying ‘……. that one day 

he pretended to be dead, and the whole nation was in 

confusion for several months’. 

Gene H. Bell-Villada3 in their article titled 

"Garcia Marquez and the Novel" by, published in the 

Latin American Literary Review, discusses the impact 

of Gabriel Garcia Marquez's works on the evolution 

of the novel, from Modernism to post-Modernism, 

and its influence on narrative techniques and formal 

possibilities. The article highlights how Garcia 

Marquez's works expanded and redefined prose 

narrative, established an agenda for works in 

progress, and saved the novel from impasses and 

narrow byways. It also discusses the influence of 

Garcia Marquez's works on narrative realism, fantasy, 

and the depiction of human variousness. The article 

emphasizes the significant contribution of Garcia 

Marquez to novel-writing and his influence on other 

authors, particularly in addressing social and political 

issues through literature. The author also compares 

Garcia Marquez's approach to that of other notable 

authors and discusses the impact of his works on U.S. 

imperialism and literature. 

Gene H. Bell-Villada also discusses, "The 

Autumn of the Patriarch" as a six-part extravaganza 

by Gabriel Garcia Marquez. It highlights the novel's 

delirious and daunting aspects, with chapters 

spanning from 107 to 232 paragraphs, showcasing 

the author's meticulous and detailed craftsmanship. 

The novel is described as a significant artistic 

contribution, with Garcia Marquez's discovery of a 

way to approach U.S. imperialism and reality in a 

cosmic, comic, and extreme manner, thereby 

widening the format and purview of literature. 

The patriarch seems to exert a telepathic influence 

over his advisors, suggesting a supernatural 

connection transcending ordinary communication is 

clear through his words ‘… He had come into the 

world without a father, for his mother could not 

remember which of her many lovers had left him in 

her womb’. 

The above textual examples serve as portals 

into the novel's realm of magical realism, where the 

extraordinary coexists seamlessly with the ordinary, 

enriching the storytelling experience. Marquez's 

skillful use of these elements challenges the reader's 

perception of reality, inviting them to navigate a 

world where the boundaries between the natural and 

the supernatural are deliberately blurred. 

In "The Autumn of the Patriarch" the 

omniscient narrator acts as a literary guide, offering 

readers a panoramic view of the narrative's 

multifaceted layers. By transcending the limitations 

of individual perspectives, the narrator enhances the 

storytelling experience, providing a nuanced 

understanding of characters, societal dynamics, 

historical contexts, and the intricate tapestry of the 

novel's world. 
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 In those days, the only one who could look 

him in the eye without blinking was the Colonel, who 

was the first to discover that he could see the 

reflection of the mountains in the pupils of his eyes. 

Here one can witness the enhanced reader’s 

understanding of the characters' interconnecting the 

pasts and contributes to the overarching narrative's 

complexity. The omniscient narrator delves into the 

inner thoughts of the general, providing readers with 

a window into his contemplations. This narrative 

approach allows for a deeper understanding of the 

character's psyche, transcending the limitations of a 

limited perspective. 

On the whole, Michael Bell3, a critic, 

provides a comprehensive analysis of "The Autumn of 

the Patriarch," emphasizing Marquez's artistic and 

ethical challenges in portraying the dictator theme 

and the complexities of fiction/life relation. 

The narrative mode in "The Autumn of the 

Patriarch" is significant as it reflects the 

claustrophobia and unstoppability of the process in 

which the characters are trapped. The novel employs 

a narrative method of constantly shifting voices 

linked in a continuous un paragraphed flow with few 

full stops, which aptly expresses the sense of 

claustrophobia and unstoppability. This technique 

also emphasizes the difficulty of telling extreme 

events and enforces the sense of a large, 

uncontrollable process in which the characters, 

particularly the patriarch, are caught. Additionally, 

the narrative mode blurs the distinction between 

reality and fantasy, reflecting the bottomless horror 

and deceptions of the dictatorship. The novel's 

narrative mode is pushed to such an extreme that it 

becomes almost an unconscious exorcism or 

discovery of its limits, serving as a meditation on the 

imaginative quandary posed by historical horrors and 

as an exploration of the illusory structure of power. 

Overall, the narrative mode in "The Autumn of the 

Patriarch" plays a crucial role in conveying the 

psychological and emotional complexities of the 

characters and the oppressive nature of the 

dictatorship. 

Overall, Garcia Marquez's use of magic 

realism in "The Autumn of the Patriarch" enhances 

the portrayal of power, solitude, and decadence, 

creating a unique and poetic atmosphere that blurs 

the boundaries between reality and fantasy. 

In their document entitled “Magical 

Strategies-The Supplement of Realism”, Scott 

Simpkins9 discusses the comparison between Gabriel 

Garcia Marquez's novels "One Hundred Years of 

Solitude" and "The Autumn of the Patriarch." The 

author argues that while "The Autumn of the 

Patriarch" is considered a more important literary 

achievement, "One Hundred Years of Solitude" is 

about the solitude of everyday life and is written in a 

simple, flowing, and linear manner. 

CONCLUSION 

"The Autumn of the Patriarch" emerges as an 

exquisite exemplar of magic realism in literature, 

showcasing Gabriel Garcia Marquez's virtuosity in 

seamlessly interweaving the extraordinary with the 

commonplace. As the narrative unfolds, Marquez's 

artistry comes to the fore; he doesn't merely shape a 

story but intricately crafts a tapestry where the 

boundaries between reality and fantasy intentionally 

dissolve, constructing a world that transcends the 

confines of traditional storytelling. 
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 In its culmination, the novel not only 

solidifies its standing as a seminal work of magic 

realism but does so with a deliberate ambiance of 

wonder and ambiguity. The threads of the fantastical 

are intentionally left unresolved, mirroring the 

intricacies of life and the enigmatic aspects of power, 

time, and the human condition. The patriarch, akin to 

a quasi-divine figure, persistently eludes easy 

categorization, existing in a realm where the mystical 

and the real meld in intricate harmony. 

The infusion of symbolic imagery, supernatural 

occurrences, and a fluid approach to time collectively 

weaves an enchanting magical realist ambiance. 

Symbolic animals, meticulously orchestrated deaths, 

and the patriarch's mythical attributes effortlessly 

break free from the shackles of a strictly realistic 

framework. Gabriel Garcia Marquez's eloquent prose 

and his adeptness at suffusing the novel with a 

dreamlike quality firmly etch it as a timeless 

masterpiece in the realm of magic realism.  

The conclusion is marked by enigmatic 

characters and lingering mysteries, extends an 

invitation to readers to wrestle with the nuances of 

power, the relentless march of time, and the intricate 

dance between the magical and the mundane. "The 

Autumn of the Patriarch" emerges not only as a 

literary artistry but also as a testament to the lasting 

power of magic realism to captivate, challenge, and 

inspire. It stands as a guiding beacon in the vast 

literary landscape, inviting readers to embark on a 

transformative journey that delves into the 

interwoven realms of imagination and reality into a 

journey uniquely crafted by the prowess of a 

masterful work of magic realism. 
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